36                                                        Madduri Annapoornaiah
She never wrote discouraging letters to her husband who was in
the Vellore Jail for a long time. On the other hand her occasional
letters conveying welfare used to console him a little. She could not
write frequently because she could not afford to buy a post card.
She used to write a card without mentioning the date and request
him to put on it the date on which he was expecting a letter from
her. What a pathetic situation! When Madduri showed the letter to
his fellow detenues their eyes became moist. This is a heart render-
ing example of the distress and deprivations of some of the freedom
fighters of those days.
In 1942 at the instance of her well - wishers Ramanamma sub-
mitted a petition to the government asking them to release her hus-
band unconditionally or in lieu of it sanction maintenance allow-
ance to the family. The Government sanctioned a paltry amount of
Rs., 157 per month. Subsequently she sent another application in
which she' explained with convincing reasons how it was next to
inpossible to make both ends meet with such a paltry amount - when
the head of the family was in jail for a long period. She also men-
tioned the facts of spiralling prices and her daughter whose mar-
riage was due to be celebrated. Every one who read this letter was
touched. But this petition fell on deaf ears. At long last in July 1942
the allowance was raised to Rs. 25/-.
As it was difficult to get on with that meagre income, she shifted
her residence to Eluru, where she could count on the support of her
brothers. Moreover security reasons required male assistance.
In 1942 Annapoornaiah applied for parole of 15 days or a grant
of Rs. 2007- to enable him to perform his daughter's marriage. But
the hard hearted Government turned down his request. The mar-
riage of his daughter Rajeswari was performed when he was in the
jail. It was a simple and unostentatious ceremony. The bride groom
was Suryanarayana, Ramanamma's brother. The expenditure for
the weddding was only Rs. 5127-. She had to borrow Rs. 2007-.